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MEANSVILLE RILEY ROAD WATER COMPANY, INC.
REGULAR BOARD MINUTES FOR JULY 22, 2025

HELD IN CONFERENCE ROOM AT MRWC 7:00 P.M.

PRESENT ALSO PRESENT
Gibby Arthur Rich Anderson
Paula Brewster Patrick Jackson
Cindy Burnett Paula Wright
Robynne Burress
Mark Carroll
Otis Hembree
Hermine Keith
Don Tucker
David Valentine

Meeting Called to Order: Otis called the meeting to order.

Invocation: Gibby gave the invocation.

Approved Minutes: Cindy made a motion to approve the minutes, Robynne seconded the motion,
and all approved.

Staff Recognition: Will Youngblood successfully completed his 90-day probationary period.
Mitch Heatherly passed the South Carolina Department of Environmental Services Cross
Connection Control certification.

Capital Project Update: Rich Anderson with Summitt Engineering provided an update on the
Highway 49 SCIIP Project, reporting that construction is progressing well and nearing completion
along Highway 49. However, work at Tyger River encountered delays due to rock obstruction,
and similar conditions are impacting progress at Fairforest Creek. Plans are underway to install a
new master meter vault across from the MRWC office. This location avoids the need to bore under
Highway 49 and reduces the number of water line fittings, minimizing head loss and allowing for
potential upsizing of the meter. This change will result in significant savings of $33,000.00 in the
bore going under the road and saving $60,000.00 for the directional bore that was planned to go
under the creek. The total cost for the new master meter and vault is $73,000.00. Rich has been
preparing change orders due to utilize remaining SCIIP Project funds. He expects to submit
paperwork to Angela Kirkpatrick with the Council of Governments (COG) by tomorrow. The
proposed change order includes installation of a six-inch waterline on Bombing Range Road,
installation of a six-inch waterline on Lower Fairforest Church Road, and completion of Riley
Road with a six-inch waterline. The work must be completed by June 2026.

MRWC received $250,000.00 from the South Carolina Rural Infrastructure Authority (RIA) for
the O’Shields Project, including Wofford Road, which is ready to be advertised through
Spartanburg County on SCBO.
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MRWC was awarded $899,000.00 from State Revolving Funds (SRF) Grant through South
Carolina Department of Environmental Services to install water lines on Meadow Woods Road,
Joe Eubanks Road, and Sugar Creek Road. This project is also ready for advertising.

MRWC has applied twice for funding to install water lines on Old Hills Bridge Road and was not
selected. Nathaniel Foutch with RIA has offered to explain the reasoning. According to him,
projects must benefit at least 70% of the population in the area. Funding contributions for
Spartanburg County are 25% plus engineering cost and Union County is 10% of project cost.

Luckstone: Patrick reported that Luckstone is leasing a parcel to an asphalt plant. Our current
Water User Agreement is primarily designed for residential customers, which means we cannot
serve two customers from a single service connection, and they have referenced residential and
domicile. From a regulatory standpoint, Patrick thinks MRWC is fine because Luckstone is going
to lease the property and pay the bill. without us having to take over a line to nowhere. If MRWC
were to assume ownership, we would be responsible for a water line that was designed by Rich
but not inspected or installed by MRWC, and one that will never serve any other customer. Patrick
is therefore recommending that MRWC not take ownership of the line. MRWC approved a master
meter setup for this parcel, which includes a one-inch service and a six-inch fire line. Patrick will
communicate with the engineer and inform them if more flow is needed MRWC can upsize the
meter at an additional cost.

Stagecoach Road and Hugh Lane: Otis reported that Arnold Ramsey, the owner of an 80-acre
parcel, has potential buyers interested in developing 75 to 80 homes on the property. Mr. Ramsey
indicated he would see a significantly larger profit if water service were available. He inquired
about MRWC's plans for extending water infrastructure to Stagecoach Road and Hugh Lane. Otis
informed him that any such extension would need to be brought before the Board for consideration.
Funding is not currently available for the project.

Executive Session: The Board entered Executive Session at 7:40 p.m. and returned at 7:58 p.m.
No decisions were made during the session.

Financial Statement:Cindy made a motion to approve the financial statement, Robynne seconded
the motion, and the motion carried.

Correspondence: Diane Smith of Goodwill Job Connections has been notified MRWC has two
Maintenance Technician positions available. The job is posted on the SCRWA job website and on
the billboard below Union Walmart, on the Chamber of Commerce billboard and the Chamber
Facebook page.

Robynne made a motion to donate $350.00 to the Union County High School Booster Club, Don
seconded the motion, and the motion passed. MRWC will receive two sports passes and parking
for home football games. Name on Cooperate Sponsor Board at UCHS Gym entrance, ad in fall
sports program, and recognition on corporate sponsor night on August 22nd.

MRWC received a Principal dividend check of $107.92. The company has 142 shares at $79.96,
and the market value is $11,354.32. Decrease from last month of $626.22.
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Wells Fargo Money Market Account as July 16 has $128,531.39. A $250,000.00 CD matured on
July 23rd and another $250,000.00 will mature on July 30th. Mark made a motion, seconded by
Paula Brewster, to add Patrick’s name to all bank accounts. The motion passed unanimously.

Paula Wright requested that Laurin be allowed to attend the SCRWA OfficePro to be held in
Myrtle Beach September 24th through 26th. Cindy made a motion to approve the request, Mark
seconded the motion, and the motion passed.

The SCRWA Annual Conference is being held at Myrtle Beach on November 17th through 20th.
Cindy made a motion to appoint Patrick to as the voting delegate and Laurin as the alternate. Mark
seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously.

The South Carolina Drought Response Committee met and reported that we are currently under
normal conditions.

Paula Wright will be on vacation during the August Board Meeting, but will call in.

Meter Tampering: Paula Brewster and David will gather information and report their findings to
the Board at next month’s meeting.

Insurance Coverage: Patrick recommended adding a cyber insurance policy. The current
Directors and Officers (D&O) coverage has a $1,000,000.00 limit; increasing the coverage for
both would cost an additional $2,255.00 annually. MRWC currently does not carry Employee
Practices Liability Insurance (EPLI), which protects office and field staff against lawsuits. The
cost is $439.00 annually. Additionally, there is no umbrella policy in place to extend over existing
coverages. To increase these policies would cost $9,194.00 annually. However, the organization
has realized savings from switching providers. Paula Brewster made a motion to approve Patrick’s
recommendations. Don seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.

Ice Machine: The ice machine in the shop is beyond repair. Patrick obtained three quotes for a
replacement machine: $4,500.00, $9,000.00, and $3,210.00 for a 135-pound capacity unit. He
recommended purchasing the Manitowoc machine for $3,210.00 from Upstate Appliance. Cindy
made a motion to proceed with the purchase. Gibby seconded the motion, and the motion passed.

SCRWA Voting Delegate: Patrick will attend the Upstate Rural Water Association meeting on
August 8th and vote as Spartanburg County currently has an open seat.

Tank Logo: The Enoree tank, which features MRWC’s white and blue exterior, is undergoing
inspection as per the maintenance agreement. Patrick inquired about pricing to outline the logo;
the quote received was $9,700.00. The Board tabled the matter for further consideration. Patrick
will also explore brokerage options to potentially sell advertising space on the water towers.

Job Descriptions: Patrick will present draft job descriptions at the next Board meeting.
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Highway 92 Bridge Hangers: Rich is urging S&M Grading Excavating to complete the bridge
hanger installation before beginning the next phase of the division project. Patrick also spoke with
Ted Harrison about the hangers and the possibility of subcontracting work to them due to limited
staffing in the MRWC maintenance department.

Relocating Meters & Tampering Fees: Following Otis's request last month for the Board to
consider establishing charges for relocating meters and tampering violations, Patrick has prepared
draft proposals and will share them at the next meeting.

Bishop Road: Patrick received an inquiry regarding a potential water line extension for a 29-acre
property on Bishop Road. He will prepare a quote for the installation of a three-inch water line.

Closing Prayer: Otis concluded the meeting with a prayer.

Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 9:13 p.m.

Paula C. Wright


