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MEANSVILLE RILEY ROAD WATER COMPANY, INC. 
ANNUAL BOARD MINUTES FOR FEBRUARY 10, 2026 
HELD IN CONFERENCE ROOM AT MRWC 7:00 P.M. 

 
PRESENT       ALSO PRESENT 
Gibby Arthur       Patrick Jackson 
Paula Brewster      Laurin Chapman 
Cindy Burnett       Angie Barber 
Robynne Burress      Kelly Shugart 
Mark Carroll       Mitch Heatherly    
Otis Hembree       Will Youngblood 
Hermine Keith       15 Members 
Don Tucker 
David Valentine     

 

Meeting Called to Order:  
Otis called the meeting to order.  
 
Invocation:  
Barry Carroll gave the invocation.  
 
Introduction: 
Otis introduced special guests, the Board of Directors and employees.  
He also acknowledged Mack Lancaster (who recently passed away) for his many 
 years of service being on the board of directors.  
 
Approved Minutes from 2025 Annual Meeting:  

 Motion: Mark 
 Second: Paula 
 Vote: Carried  

 
Board President’s Report: 

 3 bridges need to be replaced. Rich Anderson, MRWC is coordinating with SCDOT to 
comply and is ongoing now.  

 Received grant from State revolving fund to tie in waterline to Meadowwoods Rd area on 
Hwy 215, Mt. Lebanon Rd and Hwy 49 potentially bringing in 25 new members.  

 Received grant $250,000 from SC Legislative body of non-reoccurring funds to connect 
Blackstock Rd to Friendship Church Rd through O’Shields Rd potentially adding 17 
members. Contractors started in January 2026 to complete this project.  

 Refiled for RIA grant in March 2025 through Spartanburg County Council to connect 
Blackstock Rd through Gwinn Mill Rd, Old Hills Bridge Rd and Riddle Rd for $1.5 
million. The request was denied.  

 Money left over from the previous RIA grant was used to finish connecting lines on 
Bombing Range Rd, Lower Fairforest Rd and Riley Rd. The money could only be used on 
a project connected to the Hwy 49 project.  
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 Arrowood Acres Project- Started February 2025 and have put in 25 taps so far.  
 Sold truck through gov.deals for $11,000. 

 
General Managers Report: 

 Key wins in 2025 
 Secured state and federal grant funding 
 Initiated 20-year Capital Improvement Plan 
 Renegotiated Spartanburg Water purchase contract.  
 Asked members to take a survey before leaving the meeting.  
 
Risks and Challenges 
 Rising Construction cost 
 Software limitations  

 
Water Quality & Regulatory Focus: 
 PFAS monitoring & pending legislation  
 Taste & odor issues 
 TTHM Compliance 
 Hydrogeological assessment Planning 

 
2026 Budget Presentation: 

 Motion: Committee 
 Vote: Carried 

 
Serve line Leak Protection Presentation: 
Jenna Hazelet- Sales Rep with Home serve (Serve Line) gave presentation. 

 Charge of no more than $2.25 would be added to every customer’s bill. 
 Only 1 qualified leak is allowed in a 12-month period. 
 Customers may opt out but will not receive an adjustment from MRWC. 

 
Motion: Pat Cantrell-member 
Second: Kelly Shetley-member 
Vote: Carried 
 

Audit Report: 
David McAllister with Manley Garvin gave a brief report on the audit.  
 
Billing Comparison Options:  
Patrick presented comparison of changing from post card bills to full page bills with return 
envelopes. He also highlighted using paperless and online options as being a better option for bill 
pay. A motion was made to return to full page bills with the return envelope.  

 Motion: Barry Carroll- member 
 Second: Robynne Burress 
 Vote: Carried  
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Qualifications of Directors: 
Directors must be 18 years old. While serving, or during the five years preceding being on the 
board, you cannot have a felony against you. You may not have a spouse, parent, sibling, child, 
grandchild, or grandparent on the board with you. Must be in good standing, receiving service 
from the Corporation at his primary residence. May not be financially in business selling water or 
water system supplies or equipment to the Corporation. If elected, the term is for three years.  
 
Nominations from the floor: 
There were no nominations from the floor  
 
Introduction of candidates 
Mark Carroll, Cindy Burnett, and Hermine Keith expressed their desire to stay on the Board of 
Directors.  
 
Elections Results: 
No vote was necessary since no one ran for a board position.  
 
 
Member discussion: 
Member Renae Whitmore of 140 Medford Loop asked if we could give a “hard ship agreement” 
because her house burned down last year (2025) and is currently still paying a water bill because 
she doesn’t want to pay backpay to have the meter removed until she needs it again.  
 
 
Adjournment:  
The meeting was adjourned at 9:15pm 
 
 
Laurin Chapman 
 
 


